Hooded Plovers in the South West Capes Region

case study

Hooded plover chicks (Photograph: Steve Elson)

Hooded Plovers (Thinornis rubricollis) are small to Hooded Plovers are the most threatened of all the
medium-sized coastal shorebirds with a distinctive black beach-nesting birds in Australia as they often inhabit
popular tourist beaches - those with sandy beaches
hood and throat and a red eye ring.
exposed to ocean swells and backed by sand dunes.
In eastern Australia, the Hooded Plover inhabits sandy
ocean beaches that are exposed to constant ocean The birds will abandon eggs and chicks if persistently
swells.
disturbed by vehicles, dogs, humans and foxes.
In the west Hooded Plovers are recorded on ocean
beaches, but they are also likely to be seen foraging at
salt lakes, sometimes hundreds of kilometres from the
coast.

When Hooded Plovers breed they excavate a shallow
scrape in the sand above the high tide mark on the
beach. They usually lay two or three eggs that take 30
days to hatch.

The Hooded Plover is one of only five species of Beach nesting birds are an important part of the coastal
Australian shorebirds that nest only or usually on the ecology.
beach.
The West Australian sub-species Thinornis rubricollis is
Beach nesting birds that use popular recreation beaches listed Priority 4 (Rare, Near threatened and other
often have poor breeding success as they nest at the species in need of monitoring-Priority Flora and Fauna
peak period of beach use, over summer.
List (Western Australia): January 2018 list).
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Threats
The main threats to the Hooded Plover are from disturbance
by people, vehicles, unleashed dogs and both introduced and
native predators.
Increased human activity also increases numbers of native
scavengers and predators such as Silver Gulls and Ravens.

Did you know?
In Western Australia, Hooded Plovers also nest
inland around salt lakes, in the east they nest
exclusively on sandy beaches.

Weeds can also modify the dune and beach environment. E.g.
Sea Surge forms dense mats and alters beach morphology.

Trend, condition & information
reliability

Overview

Populations are stable on the Capes, possibly declining in
Geographe Bay.

The 2015 Western Australian Hooded Plover count was 18%
The data collected over the past couple of years has been
below the ten-year average, based on the annual count.
comprehensive, as volunteers have covered virtually all the
There are fluctuations in each year’s data depending on sites
Cape to Cape beaches. There are a large number of
covered, seasonality and response to external pressures.
volunteers participating in the annual count.
Available data from annual counts suggests that the Hooded The low number of juveniles reflects how few survive life on
Plover population is stable in the Cape to Cape region, though the beach.
there has been a contraction away from the Geographe Bay
More frequent surveys would improve ability to detect trends
area.
and identify threats.
Bunker Bay, on the Geographe Coast, has been surveyed as
part of the annual count since 2003. In that time Hooded
Plovers were spotted 7 out of 8 years from 2003-2010 but
haven’t been seen at that site since. On two occasions birds
have been spotted at Eagle Bay (2013, 2015) but nowhere
else on the Geographe Coast.
This decline could be attributed to increasing population
pressures on easily accessible beaches and development
along the coastline, but this requires further investigation.
The Cape to Cape region appears to have a healthy breeding
population and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions (DBCA) Parks and Wildlife Service is active in
implementing conservation measures to protect the local
population.
Interpretive signage used around the Capes
(Photograph: Marcus Singor, BirdLife)

Figure 1: Location map.
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Conservation actions & activities
SWCC support for previous projects in collaboration with the
Department of Environment and Conservation (now DBCA
Parks and Wildlife Service) and BirdLife Australia-2008; nest
protection, signage, local media, monitoring, community
education and the DEC Hooded Plover Monitoring Report
2007-9.

message on the ABC for people to be aware that Hooded
Plovers were breeding on the beaches and to be careful.
Hooded Plovers have shown a strong site fidelity to their
breeding sites.
This knowledge will assist in any future conservation
measures that are implemented.

Key partners

Captain Coastcare & Dune Dude - The plight of the Hooded
Plover is part of an engaging and entertaining SWCC DBCA, BirdLife WA, City of Busselton, Augusta - Margaret
education initiative, where two characters act out the River Shire Council, Cape to Cape Birdlife Group, Tangaroa
importance of caring for coastal environments with over Blue, & Margaret River Environment Centre.
4000 children and adult participants since 2011.
DBCA - Protection of nests via temporary signage and fencing
since 2008 has minimised disturbance within active nesting
areas and contributed to the successful hatching of 18 nests.
BirdLife WA, - Ongoing annual Hooded Plover count
undertaken across WA, including Capes coast, by BirdLife WA
members and community volunteers.
City of Busselton - Recover the Plover Project 2015-2017;
support and training for volunteers monitoring beaches in
City of Busselton over breeding season.

You can help by….
Only walking below the high tide mark during the nesting
season (where safe to do so)
Not driving on the beach or dune areas
Moving away quietly when you see Hooded Plovers
Joining an event such as ‘A dogs’ breakfast’ to learn
responsible dog walking (i.e. keeping your dog on a leash
when at the beach – especially during spring and summer)

Augusta-Margaret River Shire - in 2017, the Shire put out a

References
Singor, M. (2016). Discussion and Conclusions WA HP Count 2016. Unpublished, BirdLife WA.
Maguire, G.S. (2008). A practical guide for managing beach-nesting birds in Australia. Birds Australia, Melbourne.
Maguire, G.S. et al. (Dec 2010). Supplement to A practical guide for managing beach-nesting birds in Australia. Birds Australia, Melbourne.
Barwon Coast Hooded Plover Management Plan, April 2009.
DEC South West Region, Capes’ Hooded Plover Monitoring Report, 2007-09.
Pers Comm-Marcus Singor, Christine Taylor, Kim Onton.
West Australian Bird Notes #157,2016 Mar.

Author
Jen Mitchell, South West Catchments Council

Hooded Plover nest with eggs
(Photograph: Steve Elson)

SOUTH WEST SNAPSHOT
southwestsnapshot.com.au

This project is supported by the South West
Catchments Council, through funding from the
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.

